
1 
	
Critical Theory in the Global South 
8/11/2016 
 
 
Appendix 1: Dossier of new curriculum projects and university collaborations 
 
 

Contents 
 
1. Yale and Universidad Metropolitana de Ciencias de la Educación (Chile): 

“Technologies of Critique: New Sources for Critical Theory (Critical Theory in the 
Global South)” ............................................................................................................. 2 

2. Northwestern and Stellenbosch University (South Africa): “Indian Ocean 
Epistemologies” ........................................................................................................... 5 

3. Northwestern and University of Witwatersrand (South Africa): “Trauma, Politics, 
and the Uses of Memory (Critical Theory in the Global South)” ............................... 7 

5. Northwestern and Universidad Diego Portales (Chile): “Aesthetics and the Critique 
of Political Theology (Critical Theory in the Global South)” ................................... 14 

6. Northwestern, Universidad Tres de Febrero (Argentina): “Care for Foucault: 
Recontextualizing Modernity, Biopolitics, and Neoliberalism (Critical Theory in the 
Global South)” ........................................................................................................... 17 

7. Rutgers and National Autonomous University of Mexico: “The University and Its 
Publics: North, South, and In Between (Critical Theory in the Global South)” ....... 22 

8. Northwestern: The Decolonization of Critical Theory (Workshop) ......................... 26 

9. Fordham: “Hacer Escuela / Inventing School: Rethinking the Pedagogy of Critical 
Theory (Critical Theory in the Global South)” ......................................................... 28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

willythayer
Resaltado



2 

1. Yale and Universidad Metropolitana de Ciencias de la Educación (Chile):
“Technologies of Critique: New Sources for Critical Theory (Critical
Theory in the Global South)”

1.1 Overview 

Chilean philosopher Willy Thayer, a leading Latin American critical theorist, and Paul 
North, a US-based critical theorist, propose a collaborative project to renovate and 
expand the topics and problems at the center of critical theory. The collaborators will 
prepare a list of new fundamental texts, conceptual problems, and methods informed by 
Latin American experiences of dictatorship, neoliberal reform, and socialism. The 
purpose of this research is to develop undergraduate and graduate courses at both 
institutions where these Latin American texts can be read, newly formulated conceptual 
problems addressed, and new methods learned. The collaboration will include a 
reciprocal exchange of graduate fellows, who will assist with the development of the new 
courses.  

1.2 Contributors 

Willy Thayer is a leading Chilean critical theorist who has written about critical theory in 
the context of neoliberal dominance, with special focus on the university’s place in a 
“society without controls” and the loss of protections for students in a post-dictatorship 
environment. He is Professor of Philosophy and Esthetics in the Philosophy Department 
at the Universidad Metropolitana de Ciencias de la Educación (UMCE) in Santiago, 
Chile. Thayer’s major publications include The Not Modern Crisis of the Modern 
University (1996-2002) and Tecnologías de la crítica: entre Walter Benjamin y Gilles 
Deleuze [Technologies of Critique: between Walter Benjamin and Gilles Deleuze] 
(2010). Crucially, Thayer was one of the founders of the Universidad Arcis (La 
Universidad de Arte y Ciencias Sociales), the single alternative intellectual institution 
during the Chilean dictatorship that now serves as an open, humanistic, and 
transdisciplinary learning center dedicated to fostering a pluralistic society. 

Paul North is Professor in the department of Germanic Languages and Literatures at Yale 
University. He is the author of The Problem of Distraction (2012) and The Yield: Kafka's 
Atheological Reformation (2015), and many articles in critical theory.  

1.3 Background: critical theory in Chile 

Between the military dictatorship (1973-1990) and the subsequent rapid liberalization of 
society, there have been few opportunities for critical dialogue in Chile. In the US, 
universities are a key place where such dialogue happens. In Chile, universities were first 
cleared of critical voices and then transformed into a workforce development program. 
Because of this special history, critical theory in Chile over the past decade has focused 
on the ongoing reform of the university. It has offered post-Marxist sources for critique 
and has been at the forefront of rethinking concepts such as “freedom” in the face of 
neoliberalism.  
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With this collaboration between Yale and UMCE on the horizon, Willy Thayer has been 
able to get support for a critical theory concentration for the graduate program at his 
university. 

1.4 Logistics and timeline 

The collaboration will consist of several events in both Chile and the US. First, Thayer 
will travel to Yale for an initial planning trip. Next, North will travel to Chile to teach a 
dissertation seminar and participate in the application process for a Chile-to-Yale 
graduate student. At Yale, this student will assist North with the research for the 
development of the new critical theory courses.  

In turn, Thayer will travel to Yale to co-teach a graduate seminar for one semester. 
Teaching together will allow Thayer and North to test and explore the types of critical 
discourse and new sources of critique that will form the basis for the new syllabi. While 
at Yale, Thayer will also participate in the application process for the Yale-to-Chile 
graduate student exchange. These graduate students will be chosen from a pool of 
applicants from across the humanities with parallel interests in critical theory and Latin 
American topics. The selected student will travel to Chile to assist Thayer in research for 
the course syllabi, and to participate with Thayer and his colleagues in the formation of 
the nascent graduate program in critical theory at UMCE.  

While Thayer is at Yale, a workshop will be held on “Traditional and Contemporary 
Critical Theory” with Thayer, North, four other project partners  (Peter Fenves, Samir 
Haddad, Penelope Deutscher, and schedule allowing, Judith Butler), and three invitees 
from related fields (Jacques Lezra, NYU; Graciela Montaldo, Columbia; Pablo Oyarzún, 
Universidad de Chile). The event will also be open to the larger intellectual community at 
Yale and to the public. 

Date Event 
March 02-13, 
2017 

Thayer travels to Yale for initial planning trip 

March 2017 Translation work begins 
Fall 2017 North travels to Chile for a 10-day visit, including 

leading a dissertation workshop and participating in 
the graduate application process  

Fall 2017 North and Thayer travel to Northwestern for 
inaugural workshop  

Spring 2018 Thayer travels to Yale for 1 semester teaching 
Spring 2018 Workshop at Yale with Thayer, North, and Mellon 

partners, “Traditional and Contemporary Critical 
Theory”  

AY 2018-19 North on leave 
Fall 2019 1 semester graduate student exchange. 1 PhD student 

from Chile to Yale; 1 PhD student from Yale to Chile 
Spring 2020 North and Thayer each teach the new course in their 
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home institutions 
Spring 2020 North and Thayer collaboratively write paper  
Summer 2020 Course materials are uploaded to the website 
July 2020 North travels to Chile for concluding conference  
 
1.5 Outcomes  

First, with research assistance from a Chilean PhD student in the US and a US PhD 
student in Chile, North and Thayer will develop two syllabi for critical theory curricula: a 
graduate “sources and methods” seminar and an introductory undergraduate course as a 
gateway for majors. Second, they will oversee the translation into English of Thayer’s 
book, Tecnologías de la crítica (Metales Pesados, 2010). Third, North and Thayer will 
collaboratively write a white paper on critical theory in undergraduate and graduate 
education on both continents, highlighting convergent histories and the important lessons 
to be drawn from the Chilean experience.  
 
The course syllabi and the white paper will be made available through open access, in 
both English and Spanish, through the curriculum web sources to which the International 
Critical Theory Consortium will link. They will also be disseminated through Thayer’s 
Latin American networks. In addition, the graduate students involved will carry their new 
perspectives on critical theory and their specific knowledge about these new courses with 
them into their future scholarship and teaching in both countries.  
 
1.6 Institutional impact 

Funding a fully reciprocal exchange enhances the institutional impact of this 
collaboration. Thayer’s full-semester visit to Yale will allow the collaborators to develop 
the new pedagogical and curricular material together. The resulting courses will have 
matching impact in both Chile and in the US, both within each institution (Yale, UMCE) 
and publically through the consortium website. This project is planned as the first step in 
an ongoing collaboration between faculty and graduate students of several humanities 
departments at Yale and the Department of Philosophy at UMCE.  
 
At Yale, the two new courses will become part of the curriculum of the Humanities 
Program, which has not been updated in several decades. In particular, Thayer’s presence 
at Yale, and the materials jointly developed by Thayer and North, will provide an 
opportunity for new reflection about the University’s relationship to the public sphere. 
Like many institutions of higher learning, Yale has resisted seeing education as a   
milieu for social change. Given the strong contributions of Latin American critical 
theorists towards re-conceiving universities as sites for transformative innovation at the 
borders of politics and aesthetics, we expect Thayer to galvanize an existing group of 
faculty, led by North, in reconsidering the mission of the university. Specifically, the 
group will explore traditions in higher education that not only give students knowledge 
and prepare them for a productive life in the system as it is, but that also contribute to 
their reflective envisioning of what the system could become.  
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In Chile, the collaboration between North and Thayer will have significant impact on the 
content of the new critical theory concentration at UMCE. This new concentration is part 
of the MA/PhD program in philosophy and aesthetics that will be offered at UMCE for 
the first time in 2017. Thayer and North’s collaborative teaching, the new bibliography of 
critical texts, and the conversations in class and in the colloquium about what critical 
education should look like, can all be tested out in this new program. The graduate course 
designed by Thayer and North will become part of the new critical theory curriculum. 
The pedagogical and curricular work done in the collaboration will also be made 
available online.   




